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PREMIER — INDIA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.37 pm]: I recently returned from my first visit to India as 
part of my government’s ongoing effort to create jobs, boost local tourism and promote investment in 
Western Australia. As part of this effort, I took with me a delegation of representatives from Tourism WA, 
Perth Airport, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, the Australia India Business 
Council WA and the Minerals Research Institute of Western Australia. I also had a very special guest with me in 
India—Western Australia’s cricket legend Adam Gilchrist. Gilly is a tremendous asset for our state and I am proud 
to have him on team WA to promote our state to India and help attract more tourists here. He joined me in Delhi 
and Mumbai for some key business meetings, major media events and special trade events with local Indian travel 
agents. Together we announced an additional $1 million investment in India to promote Western Australia and 
entice more Indians to holiday here in the lead-up to India’s opening match of the T20 World Cup in Perth in 
October 2020. 

Based on recent visitor statistics, India is WA’s fastest-growing tourism market, with an 11.1 per cent overall 
growth in visitor numbers from India in the year ending June 2019. We also met with members of the aviation 
industry to continue this government’s push to establish direct flights between Perth and India. Just like our 
successful approach in Japan and China, we are continuing to strengthen relationships and build the case for the 
introduction of direct flights, which would be a major boost to help get more visitors to our great state. 

Being my first visit, I met with peak industry bodies in India that are interested in strengthening linkages 
between our business sectors in agribusiness, mining and science and innovation. I had discussions with major 
companies, including Tata Consultancy Services and Essar Group, which showed strong interest in investing in 
Western Australia. 

My meeting with Mahindra Electric highlighted to me just how important Western Australia will be in the battery 
value chain, with the supply of lithium and the rise of electric vehicles in India. 

During this visit, I also promoted our international education sector. I witnessed the signing of two important 
memoranda of understanding between our education institutions that will facilitate further collaboration in areas 
such as chemical engineering and marine research. 

Western Australia has held a long and successful relationship with India as an important trading partner, and my 
visit has highlighted that there are many areas in which India and Western Australia are natural and strategic 
partners—in LNG, tourism, education, and trade and investment. 

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to the staff at the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and 
Innovation for helping organise the mission, and to thank the Government of Western Australia Office in Mumbai, 
through Peter Baldwin, for its support to me and the delegation on the ground. 

I table a copy of the itinerary. 

[See paper 3024.] 
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